
Knife Safety.  
If you follow these rules, you will not harm yourself or others when carving!  Awareness is key.

If any of these rules are not followed or respected, you will not be rewarded with the privilege of

carving.  

1. A knife is a tool, not a toy, and not a weapon!  In this class knives are only used as tools.  

You are using these tools only to carve wood into useful items.  Knives are never to be used as 

toys, carving time is not play time.  Knives are especially not to be used as weapons.  

2. Check your “blood bubble.”  A blood bubble is the area surrounding you that you can reach 

with your arm extending out.  Check your blood bubble with an empty hand – do not check 

your bubble with a knife in your hand!  When you are carving, anyone that is within that area is 

at risk for getting cut by your knife.  Make sure that no one comes into your blood bubble when 

you are carving.  It is your responsibility to make sure that people near you know that you are 

carving, so that no one accidentally comes into your space.  Always check your blood bubble 

before carving.

3. Carve away from yourself.  The blade of the knife should never be moving towards you or 

pointed towards you when carving.  You must be aware of all of your body parts, especially 

your inner thighs, when carving.  Before you start carving, be sure that you are holding your 

knife correctly, with the blade away from yourself, and that once you start moving the knife it is

never going towards any part of your body.

4. Sit in a safe carving position.  We will show you different ways that are safe to sit when 

carving.  One way is to sit with your elbows on your knees, so that you are carving away from 

your legs.

5. Don't get distracted.  When we are carving in class, we want you to be only focused on your 

tool and your craft.  Don't get distracted by other activities near by, or by getting into a 

conversation with someone.  You are only carving, and nothing else.  If you find yourself 

getting distracted and not able to focus, then carve another time.

6. Carve a little bit off at a time.  Shave off small layers at a time when carving, don't be 

overambitious and try to carve off a huge piece all at once.

7. When you are not carving, put your knife in your sheath.  When you are done carving, the 

knife needs to be in it's sheath.  It also needs to be put into your sheath if you are just taking a 

break to drink water, go to the bathroom, ask your instructor a question, or any other time that 

you are not actually carving with it.  Also be sure to place the knife correctly into it's sheath so 

that it is snug and will not fall out.  When you are done carving, return the knife to your teacher 

immediately.

8. Be aware when taking your knife out of it's sheath.  When taking your knife out of it's 

sheath, there is a proper way of doing it.  Keep your fingers away from the cutting edge when 

unsheathing the knife.

9. A sharp knife is safer to carve with than a dull knife.  This may sound crazy!  But it is true. 

If your knife is dull, it is still sharp enough to cut you.  If it is dull, it may slip when you are 

using it.  It is also not working as efficiently, you are putting more muscle and force into using 

it.  That extra muscle and force makes the knife move faster and harder, and with less control, 

which means that it is more likely to slip and cut yourself or someone else.

10. Never carve with a folding blade.  We will only use fixed blades in class.  Folding blades are 

dangerous to carve with, they are not stable.  Even folding blades with “locks” on them can fail.



Knife Carving Regulations

The following regulations are in addition to our “Knife Safety” rules.  This is so that you, the 

parent, can have an understanding of how we will facilitate the carving activity time, as well 
as have the opportunity to reinforce these rules at home if necessary.  We hope that the 

following will demonstrate to you that we take this seriously and we expect the children to 
take this activity seriously as well, and that each child will be expected to act responsibly with

this privilege.   It will also go over our expectations regarding personal knives.  This form 
needs to be read, signed, and turned in.  A copy will be emailed to you for your own records.

1.  Carving will be rewarded as a privilege to those who 
• Exhibit mature and responsible behavior at all times.

• Prove to the instructors that they have learned all of our knife safety rules.

• All forms have been signed by a parent/guardian and returned to instructors.

2.  Children are not allowed to carve unless it is a designated carving time.

3.  Children are only allowed to bring their own knife if they have received permission from 
both their parent and an instructor.  We may approve a personal knife if:

• It is a 4” blade or shorter

• Fixed blade only.  Absolutely no folding knives for carving purposes.

• Their knife is properly cared for.  This means that they bring it to class sharp enough 

to carve with.  Their knife needs to be free of any rust, dirt, or debris.  

• They need to have a safe and secure location to store their knife inside their bag.  This

means it needs to have a sheath that will not slip off, and be stored securely so that it 
will not be dislodged from its sheath.

If they bring their own knife, they must still abide by all carving rules and are NOT allowed to

carve on their own time at their own will.  Their knives are to stay within their backpacks, in 
a safe and secure location, sheathed, until it is time to carve.  If these rules are broken, the 

instructor will confiscate their knife and return it to their parents at pick up time.  They will 
not be able to bring back their own knife again.

4.  If at any time a student needs to be corrected in their form or technique, the instructor 

reserves the right to discern if that particular student is capable of continuing to carve for 
that day or needs to take a break from carving and instead participate in an alternative 

activity.  

5.  If a student at any time exhibits immature or aggressive behavior with a knife, they will 
immediately lose carving privileges.
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